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24-HOUR CHALLENGE: Niagarans behind Internet stunts that require shivers, suds and skivvies 

Cold beer videos create buzz 


'QMI AGENCY NIAGARA 

Mark Lucas, creator of the 
24-Hour Challenge Facebook 
page, and Heather Lavlgne, 
organizer of the 24-Hour 
Challenge for Matt Risl, are 
hoping to see hundreds of 
people at Port Robinson Park 
on Feb. 17 for a massive game 
of dodgeball. Participants 
are asked to play in their 
underwear or bathing suits. 



MARYANNE FIRTH 

QMI Agency Niagara 

It just snowballed. 

When Mark Lucas created 
the 24-Hour Challenge Face- 
book page a week ago, he had 
no idea how quickly its popu¬ 
larity would grow— or how far 
it would spread. 

In those few days, the chal¬ 
lenge has stretched across the 
country with videos of Canadi- 

popping up online. 

The concept of the challenge, 
created by a group of friends 
from Niagara Falls and Utorold, 
is simple. 

As a means of defying winter, 
Canucks are asked to film them¬ 
selves outside in their under¬ 


wear or bathing suit performing 
a stunt or activity of their choice. 

They’re asked to celebrate 
completion of the stunt by 
chugging a beer or other bev¬ 
erage. Then they have to make 

giving nominees 24 hours to 
complete the challenge. 

“It’s an offshoot from other 
challenges around the world,” 
Lucas said. 

"But this is the Canadian ver- 

He believes Niagarans 
should take pride in knowing 
the craze, which could spread 
worldwide the way it is going, 
began in the region. 

See 24-HOUR | Page 2 
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□ 24-HOUR CHALLENGE: Warning issued at the risk of being ‘killjoys’ 

Health officials not sold 



24-HOUR 


Cold-weather stunt has created worldwide buzz 


Continued from Page 1 

Some of the videos posted 
thus far include nominees 
walking a dog, shovelling a 
driveway or even pumping 
gas in their gitch, said the 
34-year-old Thorold resi¬ 
dent, a self-proclaimed “big 
kid at heart.” 

Some videos feature raw 
footage while others have 


u 

We had no idea what 
this would turn into. 
It has just blown up.” 

Mark Lucas 


snow, the group will head 
to Stevie Nic's Bar and Grill, 
10 River St., where there will 
be prizes raffled off in sup¬ 
port of the cause. The bar 
has agreed to donate 10% 
of the day’s earnings to Risi, 
Lavigne said. 

“So far, we’ve had about 
170 RSVPs,” she said, unsure 
of how many will brave the 



challenge should beused'm und ®™ ear ont£e?4°-Hc 

help someone locally, Lucas The game is ' set for Port visit www.fa 
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LI MINOR SPORTS: New $12 program mandatory for every family with a child registered 

Hockey parents go to school 


Go into any arena with 
a minor hockey game and 
chances are, Sam Steinbachs 
says, you’ll eventually see a par¬ 
ent say or do something they 
shouldn’t. 

“It's almost more exciting 
to watch some of the parents 
than it is the game,” says Stein¬ 
bachs of Niagara Falls, who has 
a seven-year-old son in a house 
league. 

It’s why Steinbachs isn’t both¬ 
ered by a new mandatory train¬ 
ing program being rolled out 
by the Ontario Minor Hockey 
Association requiring one par¬ 
ent or guardian of every player 
to complete a Respect in Sport 
online course. 

“I don't think the courses 
are going to make a huge dif¬ 
ference. I still think you’re 
going to have the problem, but 
it will give some people a little 
refresher course on how to act 
in the arena,” he said. 

The online course, which 
costs $12 plus tax to complete, 
is a one-time certification tool 
that’s supposed to encour¬ 
age positive behaviour. But its 
implementation hasn’t gone 
over well with everyone. 

An Oakville dad says Ontario's 
largest minor hockey organiza¬ 
tion is punishing good parents 
while not dealing with the hoo¬ 
ligans who go overboard at the 

Judd Langley, who has two 
children playing the game, said 
the OMHA alerted parents last 
week to the rollout of the man¬ 


datory Respect in Hockey pro¬ 
gram. 

At least one parent must view 
the hour-long program by Aug. 
31 or their child will not be 
added to a league roster. 

“It seems to me they’re pun¬ 
ishing everyone for a very small 
minority of parents they aren’t 
going to reach anyway,” he said. 
“I don’t think a parent who is a 
problem sees themselves as a 
problem. A course isn’t going to 
stop them.” 

Langley said he thinks the 
program, delivered by the 
Respect Group co-founded by 
former National Hockey League 
player and abuse survivor Shel¬ 
don Kennedy, is “well-meaning” 
but doesn’t address the need to 
remove problem parents. 

“It’s not going to fix every¬ 
thing. It never will. Inevitably, 
when another parent goes and 
acts like a fool, what are they 
going to do next? Are they going 
to ban parents from watching?" 

The fee also concerns Lang¬ 
ley, who said costs are already 
substantial for equipment and 
registration. 

Garden City Minor Hockey 
Association president Steve 
Secord said he's just starting to 
get feedback from parents about 
the requirement. 

"Most people see it as a cash 
grab,” he said, adding $12 from 
every family in Ontario is a lot 
of money. 

But Secord said it’s a one¬ 
time deal and lets the asso¬ 
ciation know all players’ par¬ 
ents and guardians have been 
warned about their behaviour. 

“It takes a little bit of the lia¬ 


bility off of the associations 
when it comes to disciplining 
parents." 

Secord said there are about 
1,200 children in St. Catharines 
playing minor hockey. Most 
parents are well behaved, he 

“We're not bad to be honest. 
On a scale of one to 10, I’d put 
St. Catharines at eight,” he said. 
“We’ve had our few we have to 
discipline internally.” 

The OMHA adopted the initi¬ 
ative at its annual general meet¬ 
ing in early 2013 and has spent 
the past year slowly rolling it 
out. The course is already man¬ 
datory in Alberta, all Atlantic 
provinces and parts of Saskatch¬ 
ewan and British Columbia. 

Kevin Hamilton, manager of 
development programs for the 
OMHA, acknowledges they have 
received complaints, but the 
association thinks it can help 
change the culture of the game. 

“You’ve seen the types of 
behaviours people can exhibit 
when they get into the arena,” 
Hamilton said. "That’s from 
folks who are generally reason¬ 
able people outside of the rink 
... We know the majority of our 
parents are good. We’re hop¬ 
ing to make them better and 
give them more tools to help. 
We’re hopeful it will set a higher 
expectation of what our stand¬ 
ards are in our game.” 

Hamilton said the course 
helps good parents gain the 
ability to stand up to problem 
parents. 

“We're hoping, also, people 
are going to feel empowered, 
not only the ones who don’t 



need the message but the people who 
do need the message," he said. 

Wayne McNeil, who co-founded the 
for-profit Respect Group with Kennedy, 
says the program isn't designed to 
remove or punish problem parents. 

"We’ll never deal with the problem 
parents," he says. “Our approach is if 
we make every parent better, the prob¬ 
lem parents will have less of a say and 
they may be quelled much sooner by 
all the other good parents who now 
have the knowledge.” 

McNeil says the course also covers 
topics like long-term player develop¬ 
ment, parental expectations of their 


child, hazing, bullying and concus¬ 
sions. He likens it to “Sport Parent¬ 
ing 101,” as opposed to a licensing 

There was negative feedback when 
the program launched in other prov¬ 
inces, McNeil says, but it diminished 
after parents took the course. 

Hamilton said the OMHA has not 
decided what it will do if parents refuse 
to take the course. But he thinks the 
program, like all change, will take time 
to accept. 

— with flies from Karena Walter 
shawn.jeffords@sunmedia.ca 


□ THEATRE 

Music Man in Port 


Port Colbome Operatic Society is 
dose to presenting The Music Man. 

The show dates for 2014 are Feb. 
15 at 7:30 p.m, Feb. 16 at 2 p.m., Feb. 
22 at 7:30 p.m., Feb. 23 at 2 p.m., Feb. 
28 at 7:30 p.m, March 1 at 7:30 p.m., 
March 2 at 2p.m. 

Opening night will include a 
meet-and-greetwith the cast 
Tickets are on sale Monday to Fri¬ 
day 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. (dosed from 


noon until 1 p.m.), Saturdays, Feb. 8, 
15,22 and March 1 horn 10 a.m. to 

Tickets can be purchased by tel¬ 
ephone at 905-834-7572 or at the 
Roselawn Box Office at 296 Fielden 
Ave. 

Pricing is $20 and the option of 
gift certificates are available. 

The society has been doing an 
annual production since 1945, typi¬ 


cally with more than 70 performers 
on stage and more than 50 people 
behind the scenes. 

All proceeds over production 
costs go to scholarships and chari- 

Rehearsals are Wednesday eve¬ 
nings and Sunday afternoons at its 
600-seat theatre located at Lake- 
shore Catholic High School audito- 
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■readers'views 

DON’T BUILD TURBINES HERE 

Put wind turbines where they won’t affect property val- 

have the foresight on what lower property values can do to 
a struggling economy in the Niagara region. The banks and 
lenders from Toronto already have a bad opinion of low 
land values here, and we pay for it. To add wind turbines to 
the skylines after complete studies have been done about 
loss of home equity is morally and corporately irresponsi¬ 
ble. The 2012 study by Landsink Appraisals and Consulting 
shows a multitude of property assessments across Ontario 
before and after wind turbine installation. It shows devalu¬ 
ation between 22% and 56%. Even if this only affects 20 or 
30 families, you have still changed or prevented economic 

bylaw, the good neighbour fence bylaw, that states a back¬ 
yard fence can be any height as long as the parties involved 
agree to it. If any one party doesn’t agree to the super size, 
the fence cannot be built. I’m still waiting for Tom Rankin 
to ask if he can put a wind turbine the same size as a Boe¬ 
ing 747 jumbo jet in my backyard. 

TODD HARRIS 
WAINFLEET 


SUPP0RTINGAL0CAL BUSINESS 

The new proposal by Call2Recycle in the recycling of sin¬ 
gle-use spent batteries would affect the operation of Raw 
Materials Co. in Port Colborne. We appreciate that Waste 
Diversion Ontario's mandate requires them to review any 
plan submitted by an industry group wanting to take direct 
responsibility for recycling its products. Call2Recycle, an 
organization sponsored by major battery companies, is 
requesting WDO to manage battery collections and choose 
the recycling processor. There are legitimate concerns 
that CaU2Recycle would choose an American where much 
of the reprocessed material ends up as slag. Raw Materi¬ 
als Co. recycles 80-92% of single-use batteries into high- 
value re-usable materials such as steel and fertilizer while 
the remaining paper and plastic is sent to a New York State 
"energy from waste facility.” For some to suggest creating 
slag is "as good or better” than Raw Materials Co.'s high 
value recycling byproducts of steel and fertilizer is hard to 
comprehend. Raw Materials Co. has recycled batteries for 
20 years and since 2011 has invested $3 million into recy¬ 
cling technology. This company has developed a success¬ 
ful world-class operation meeting high provincial recycling 
standards yet now its very existence is in jeopardy. The 
possible loss of 47 jobs is a consequence our economically 
depressed community can ill afford. Why is Waste Diver¬ 
sion Ontario is even considering the proposal at this time 
when the provincial government’s Waste Reduction Act 
addressing new, progressive standards is currently at sec¬ 
ond reading. Would it not be prudent to wait until the new 
legislation is in place before continuing with further review 
of the proposal? 

JOHN MALONEY, PRESIDENT 
PORT COLBORNE-WAINFLEET CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
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Would you boycott the Olympics? 


TROY WATSON 

Special to The Standard 


rH arlierthisweek,avideoofviolent 
-I—lattacks against the lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transsexual community in 
Russia was made public through social 


These human rights violations are very 
real and very disturbing and the attitudes 
and legislature of the government and 
police only empower these criminals. 

There have been calls to boycott the 
winter Olympics in Sochi since Rus¬ 
sia’s anti-homosexuality laws made 
news. This recentvideo is only add¬ 
ing fuel to the anti-Olympic fire. 

There are a lot of good reasons 
to be critical of the Olympics. 

tal and social costs, the adolescent athletes 
deprived of a "real” childhood, the ram¬ 
pant commercialization, corporate spon¬ 
sorship and advertising, the contrived sen¬ 
timental back-stories produced by network 
drama machines, the mindless national¬ 
ism, alleged corruption, bribes and scan¬ 
dals, the multimillionaire sports stats com¬ 
peting in an event originally designed for 
amateur athletes—just to name a few. 

Yet there are a lot of reasons 
to celebrate the Olympics. 

What other event brings citizens 
of countries together more than the 


Olympic games, especially nations 
that are divided and in turmoil? 

Is there anything more unifying than 
the parade of nations during the opening 
ceremonies, where countries of the world 
march out together in solidarity (a record 
88 nations will participate in the 2014 win¬ 
ter games and 204 nations participated 
in the 2012 summer games m London). 

The spirit of inclusiveness, hope and 
inspiration and the dedication of the ath¬ 
letes striving for excellence, not to men¬ 
tion some of the most spectacular hockey 
to ever be played. These are just afew of the 
reasons to celebrate the Olympic games. 

As Baron Pierre de Coubertin, founder 
ofthe modem Olympic Games, said, “May 
joy and good fellowship reign, and in this 
manner, may the Olympic Torch pursue 
its way through ages, increasing friendly 

good of a humanity always more enthusi¬ 
astic, more courageous and more pure.” 

There are a lot of things about the cur¬ 
rent state of the Olympics that seem to 
transgress this original intent and spirit 
But how many organizations and groups in 
the worid are above reproach in this area? 

Considerthe Church. There is so much 
wrong with the Church, but this does 
not diminish the original spirit and mis¬ 
sion of the Church — “to love God, to love 
your fellow human beings as yourself 
and to empower others to do the same.” 


In spite of all the Church’s problems, 
millions of people around the world are 
blessed by the generosity and love of Chris¬ 
tians and Christian organizations everyday. 

The imperfect state of the modem 
Olympics is a mirror for our own lives. 

is beautiful, noble and sublime but most 
of our lives are checkered with attitudes, 
behaviours and indiscretions that do not 
match the spirit of who we really are or 
the purpose for which we were created. 

I empathize with the call to boycott 
the Olympics but consider this - how 
much more attention has the injustice 
against the LGBT community in Rus¬ 
sia received because of Sochi hosting the 
Winter Games? How many athletes will 
take this opportunity to proclaim justice, 
peace and love for all and stand in solidar¬ 
ity with their LGBT brothers and sisters? 

I have hope the Sochi winter games 
will yield another boundary break¬ 
ing and politically provocative friend¬ 
ship like the one between Jesse Owens 
and Luz Long during the Berlin Games 
under Hitler’s regime in 1936. 

Iwill watch the Winter Games this year 
with hope and faith in humanity and in the 
God who dwells within and among us. 

Troy Watson is the Spiritual Life Director of Quest 

Christian Community, an alternative church in 
downtown St. Catharines. 


What Sochi needs is a gay Jesse Owens 


11 appears my immune system is replete 
-I-with antibodies to protect me from the 
2014 strain of Olympics feven 

For those unfamiliar with this condition, 
symptoms include excessive television 
watching, irrational patriotism, a sudden 
and deep interest in arcane sjrorts and an 
irresistible compulsion to measure time in 
tenths of a second. 

Once infected, the host body will exhibit 
these symptoms for about two weeks, fol¬ 
lowed by a period of malaise characterized 
by repeated watching of highlight footage 
on Youtube. 

I’m not a huge Olympic watcher, prefer¬ 
ring the Summer Games and then mostly 
to watch the track events and boxing. Still, 
they are a truly amazing display of human 
achievement 

Having grown up in Calgary when 
the city hosted the 1988 Winter Games, 

I still get a tingle of excitement when the 
Olympics begin. 

Except this year 

I couldn't understand it at first Sure, 

I thought the opening ceremonies were 
completely ridiculous, but they have been 
getting increasingly surreal for ages now. 
I’ll rant about them, but it’s never enough 
to turn me off the Games completely. 

After some reflection, I thinkl have fig¬ 
ured out where my resistance to all things 
Winter Games spawned from. 

I just do not like Russia. 

Specifically, I find Russian politics leaves 
such an awfirl taste in my mouth that it 


feels like I've eaten stale haggis smothered 
in blue cheese that had been left to rot in 

In particular, the whole anti-homo- 
sexual binge that country and its Bond- 
villainesque leader has been on for a while 
is extraordinarily disconcerting. 

The Kremlin appears to have looked at 
countries in Africa, like Uganda, that arrest 
and sometimes kill gay citizens for the 
imaginary crime of being gay and thought, 
“Hey, comrades, that seems pretty groovy. 
Let’s persecute gay Russians!” 

So while the world was watching the 
opening ceremonies in Sochi, pro-gay 
protesters in St Petersburg were getting the 
business end of police truncheons, because 
public support of homosexuals is illegal. 

It is so bad, Canadian Olympic swim¬ 
ming legend Mark Tewksbury, who is gay, 
said he was told by gay Canadian winter 
Olympians heading to Sochi they were ter¬ 
rified of being outed while in Russia. 

Then there were the stories of people 
being driven from their homes to mdse 
way for the still unfinished Russian 
Olympic facilities, the appalling mass 
killing of stray animals and the apparent 
arrests and beating of immigrants who had 
been brought in to build said unfinished 
facilities after they were no longer needed. 

This is to say nothing of the looming 
issue of potential Islamic terrorism and the 
hotels for foreign visitors that redefine the 

(One journalist Tweeted that she was 
warned by hotel staff not to wash her face 
with water from the taps because it “con¬ 


tained something very dangerous.") 

Now, it’s hue that every Olympics 
has scandals. The Games in my beloved 
Calgary had a ticket scandal. The Atlanta 
Summer Games had acute transportation 
problems. The Berlin Olympics had Hitler. 

So you know, no country is perfect 

Still, Russia’s insanely bigoted politics 
have turned me off the whole thing and 
makes me wish something, anything, 
could be done about it 

It’s a naive wish. The Olympics are apo¬ 
litical for a reason. They were conceived 
in ancient Greece as a way for city states to 
come together for something positive that 
did not involve, you know, epic bloodshed. 

So political protests are forbidden. Even 
something as benign as the black power 
salutes of the 1968 Games in Mexico 
resulted in athletes being expelled from the 
Olympics. 

And we know boycotts never succeed in 
changing the politics of the host nation, so 
that was never an option. 

Maybe all we can hope for in Sochi 
is a gay equivalent of African-American 
sprinter Jesse Owens. 

Owens famously competed in the Berlin 
Games when the whole Nazi 'superior 
race’ thing was in full swing. Owens didn't 
protest He didn’t fuss. He just went out 
on the track, demolished the competition 
and in doing so proved the Nazi ethos to be 
nothing but bigoted stupidity. 

Maybe if such an athlete exists, I might 
catch Olympic fever again. 


grant.lafleche@sunmedia.ca 
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Few see a wonderland in this winter 
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□ BUSES: It’s not often I stand up here and tell everybody I made a mistake,’ Katzman says 


Voters won’t get referendum on transit service 


ROB HOULE 

QMI Agency Niagara 

Voters won’t be asked if Niagara 
should have a region-wide transit 
service after all. 

At least, not on the Oct 27 munic¬ 
ipal election ballot 

While Niagara Region council¬ 
lors had voted in favour of posing 
the question in a referendum on 
election day, the issue came up for a 
re-vote Thursday night thanks to St 
Catharines Coun. Ronna Katzman. 

Katzman, who initially voted in 
favour of asking electors whether 
they support Niagara Region fund¬ 
ing a region-wide transit service, 
put forth a motion for reconsidera¬ 
tion, admitting she made a mistake 
when she voted Dec. 12. 

“As soon as we voted that night, 
I realized I made a mistake,” she 
told councillors. “And I’m sure you 
remember that, because it’s not 


often I stand up here and tell every¬ 
body I made a mistake.” 

In order to reconsider the mat¬ 
ter, two-thirds of councillors were 
required to vote in favour. Katzman’s 
motion for reconsideration passed 
18-6, thus putting the question of the 
referendum to another vote. 

Prior to the motion for reconsid¬ 
eration, council discussed a staff 
report from chief administrative 
officer Harry Schlange in which he 
noted a referendum was not as sim¬ 
ple as Just asking a question. 

Schlange said provincial law 
mandates a municipal govern¬ 
ment must give public notice of its 
intent to create a bylaw to move for¬ 
ward with the ballot question. The 
notice, he wrote, must be concise 
and clearly explain the costs asso¬ 
ciated with a regional transit system 
and the consequences should elec¬ 
tors vote in favour of it 

The provincial timeline for this 


to be achieved, Schlange wrote, 
is April 30. He said in order for the 
Region to make the deadline, the 
public notice must be provided no 
later than March 31, and the bylaw 
considered and approved April 10. 

"It wasn't as simple as putting this 
on a referendum,” Schlange said. 
“You have to have all the answers 
before you go forward, and we’re 
not there yet” 

Coun. Andy Petrowski expressed 
disappointment with the referen¬ 
dum process. 

The report, he said, “provides 
some interesting information and 
I think will inform future councils 
with regards to anyone who wants to 
come forward and think that engag¬ 
ing the public is a fairly straightfor¬ 
ward matter. Well, there’s nothing 
obviously straightforward when all 
sorts of government requirements 
are imposed on us.” 

In his report, Schlange suggested 
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A Niagara Region Transit bus stop sign. 


a survey as another way council could 
gauge public opinion on die regional tran¬ 
sit issue. 

Coun. Brian Heit said those running in 
the municipal election could get public 
input while on the campaign trail "and then 
bring that information back to this council 
or their municipal council.” 

Coun. Debbie Zimmerman said that 
while she is a strong advocate of a regional 
transit system and initially voted in favour 
of putting the question to referendum, she 
was swayed by the CAO’s advice. 

"We hired a CAO to give us advice, and 


I think without giving us direct advice, he’s 
given us some very good advice," Zimmer¬ 
man said. “There's a better way to do this, 
there's a better process, it will give more 
opportunity for the constituents to be 
engaged. They will get the type of informa¬ 
tion they need to make a right decision.” 

The question of holding the referendum 
was put to a vote again, but it was defeated 
18-7. 

In a moment of levity, during the recorded 
vote Katzman voted ‘Yes” in favour of the ref¬ 
erendum before quickly catching herself and 
voting "No.” 


■ WEATHER 

Weather getting you 
down? You’re not alone 


"But I've had enough of the cold for 

Plowing contractor Chris Phelan, at 
work on William St., couldn’t be happier. 
"This has probably been the best winter 
in the 13 years I’ve been doing this. So 
this has put me in a good mood.” 

Environment Canada senior climatol¬ 
ogist David Phillips confirms there has 
been no let-up this winter. 

While the amount of snow has not 
shattered records, “it's been about the 
number of days where it has fallen,” he 

In Niagara, that’s meant 35 winter days 
with some measurable snow, when there 
would normally be 25. 

January had 19 days where it was 
measurable and nine days with traces. 

“Every time you look outside, you seem 


to be seeing the white stuff fall,” he said. 

Add to that nine days so far where tem¬ 
peratures have slid below -20°C and it’s 
been pure nastiness. 

“So it’s been cold, relenflessly so, then 
the ice storm... hey, there has been a lot 
of misery out there. 

“It could be the coldest winter in 20 

And prepare yourself — Phillips said 
more wintery precipitation might be on 
its way this weekend. 

“There’s enough weather misery to go 
around that people with seasonal affec¬ 
tive disorder are going to have to share 
it with people just griping about it,” he 

don.fraser@sunmedia.ca 
Twitter @don_standard 
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■ SEARCH ENGINE 

Cold crossing 
guards and 
cameras 
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l=II_ 

• Chefs cheese cal- 

( Pafenti/w’&' (Sas/p 


< 3$ird'Sjbecial 

| 

$19.95,'“ 

mi 

• Seafood platter (Fries) 

• Hawaiian Ham Steak 

• Grilled Lemon Pepper Chicken 


1613 HWY 3 EAST 
DUNNVILLE 

Call for Reservations 

905 - 774-7779 
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Race track gets reprieve 

Wynne announces full funding for 2014 season 


QMI Agency Niagara 
The Fort Erie Race Track will 
see a 2014 racing season after 
all, Premier Kathleen Wynne 
announced Friday. 

Although he is pleased Fort 
Erie's 116-year-old racetrackwiil 
come alive once the hoise racing 
season begins, PC leader Tim 
Hudak said Wynne’s announce¬ 
ment the season will go ahead is 
linked to the Feb. 13 byelection. 

The future of Fort Erie's track 
has been grim after a three-party 
panel suggested dropping the 
track from the list of regularly 
funded racetracks. 

The Fort Erie Live Racing 
Consortium developed a plan 
for the Year of the Horse Festival 
in response to a new five-year, 
$4-million sustainability plan ibr 
the Ontario hoise-radng indus¬ 
try outlined by Premier Kath¬ 
leen Wynne last October in an 
effort to save the racetrack 
Track officials are still waiting 
for the green light ftom the prov¬ 
ince to move forward with the 
festival. 

Hudak said the premier 
is only spending this money 


M 


We are proud to have stood shoulder-to-shoulder with these groups from day one. hey didn’t 
stop and weren’t going to stop and now the people of Fort Erie got their track back. We’re 
happy to support them and will continue to support the people of Fort Erie long after this 
byelection is over” 

NDP candidate Wayne Gates 


because she is in campaign 

Hudak went on to blame NDP 
Leader Andrea Horwath for her 
support of the Liberal budget 
“It was the weak and indeci¬ 
sive leadership of the NDP that 
allowed the slots to be taken 
out of the Fort Erie racetrack. 
They’re the ones that supported 
that budget,” Hudak said. “Half 
of those job losses are on And¬ 
rea Horwath's back” 

Hudak said a long term solu¬ 
tion, which includes putting the 


is important for the sustainabil¬ 
ity of the Fort Erie Race Track 
In apress release, liberal can¬ 
didate Joyce Morocco said she is 


’As I’ve said this all along, Pre¬ 
mier Kathleen Wynne was crys¬ 
tal clear that there was a sus¬ 
tainable future for the track and 
the hundreds of local jobs,” she 
added. 

Morocco said she met with 
Wynne, Fort Erie Mayor Doug 
Martin and Economic Develop¬ 
ment and Tourism general man¬ 
ager Jim Hubert to “find a sus¬ 
tainable path forward for j obs" 
in Fort Erie. 

After months of months of 
“constant pressure” on the lib¬ 
erals ftom horse racing families, 
Fort Erie council and Thibert, 


NDP candidate Wayne Gates ofthenextfewweeks. 
said in a press release the pro- Friday's announcement that 
vincial government has finally the racing season will go ahead 
listened. is important to let horse trainers 

“We are proud to have stood andjockeysknowtherewiilbe a 


groups from day or 


,” Gates 


“They didn’t stop and weren’t 
going to stop and now the peo¬ 
ple of Fort Erie got their track 
back. We’re happy to support 
them and will continue to sup¬ 
port the people of Fort Erie long 
after this byelection is over,” he 

Hubert said he couldn't speak 
about the details of the new sea¬ 
son as they are in the process of 
being finalized over the course 


"The I’s and the T's aren’t dot¬ 
ted. We still have to go through 
the usual process we’ve gone 
through in the past, but now 
we can let horsemen know to 
go ahead and pick up their stall 
applications,” Hubert said. 

In a letter posted on the 
Ontario Racing Commission’s 
website, John Snobelen, one 
of the individuals responsible 
for implementing the Ontario 
Horseracing Partnership Plan, 
let Wynne know that the money 


“I wanted her to know a core 
product has been put together 
and the Horsemen’s Benevolent 
and Protective Association of 
Ontario has been working with 

last month or so,” he said. 

Snobelen said he is confident 
there is “enough money to keep 
the two places going” and the 
Fort Erie Live Racing Consor¬ 
tium is expected to meet with 
provincial agencies to discuss 
the 2014 season funding. 

The 2014 race season will be 
similar to last year's season with 
about 40 race days, he said. 

“I’m working hard to get a 
racing calendar before the end 
of February. The timing of the 
letter (Friday) allows time for 
horse trainers to make decisions 
about where they will go to race 
s training starts in March," Sno- 


— With files from Antonella 

satah.fetguson@sunmedia.ca 


GIVE US YOUR VIEWS 


www.lnPortNews.ca 


Experience the joy of a backyard rink 
with the world's greatest view! 


It's the quintessential Canadian 
wintertime experience 


WFOL.com/TD-RINK-at-The-Brink 




Homemade Pies... 
Delicious Homestyle Cooking 
Catering Available 


Tuesday 

Roast Beef Dinner 

Potatoes i — i 

Vegetable 

Roll & Butter 

Wednesday 

Roast Pork Dinner 

Potatoes —| 

Vegetable WgV(° 

Roll & Butter 

Thursday 

Roast Turkey 

Potatoes a— — — 
Vegetable MM 
Roll & Butter 

EVERY FRIDAY 

1 Friday Fish ‘N’ Chips 

| (Haddock) 
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Man jailed for 



ACEBOOK 



He controlled every 
aspect other life and threat¬ 
ened to kill her family if she 
didn’t sell her body to stran¬ 
gers. 

Correll Slawter forced the 
17-year-old girl to work as 
a prostitute for more than 
four months before Niagara 
Regional Police arrested 
him on a human trafficking 
charge. 

The 27-year-old was sen¬ 
tenced to two years in jail 
less a day after pleading 
guilty in an Ontario Court of 
Justice in St. Catharines to 
a charge of exercising con¬ 
trol over the movements of 


a person for the purpose of 
exploitation. 

Slawter was also placed 
on probation for two years 
and has been added to the 
national sex offender regis¬ 
try. 

Court was told Slawter 
exercised strict control over 
the girl's life, including what 
she wore and when she 
could contact her family. 

“The accused control¬ 
led every aspect of her life,” 
assistant Crown attorney 
Andrew Brown told Judge 
David Harris. 

The girl met Slawter in 
December 2011 through a 
mutual acquaintance. He 
pursued the girl and began 
to discuss his involvement 


in the sex industry. 

Initially, the girl showed 
no interest in participating 
in the clandestine sex trade, 
court was told, so Slawter 
threatened to kill the victim 
and her family. 

Between December 2011 
and April 2012, he forced 
the girl to work as a pros¬ 
titute at motels, hotels and 
private residences in Nia¬ 
gara Falls. 

“Once the t 


Slawter over the four-month 

Slawter maintained he 
thought the girl was 18. 


Also 


, Slaw 


the r 


, the a 


would enter and hold out 
his empty palm and this was 
the victim’s opportunity to 
turn over all the money that 
she had made," Brown said. 

The victim estimates she 
handed more than $5,000 to 


pleaded guilty tc 
counts of assault in con¬ 
nection with an incident 
that occurred in May 2013 
at the Niagara Detention 
Centre. 

Slawter, an inmate at 
the Thorold facility at the 
time, punched a correc¬ 
tions officer in the face and 
bit the finger of a second 
officer when the men tried 
to subdue him. 


Port Colborne Operatic Society presents its 2014 production 


Monday-Friday, 9 am - 4:30 pm, (closed 12-1 pm) 
Saturdays, Feb 8, 15,22, March I, I0am-2pm 

905 - 834-7572 

Visa, MasterCard,AMEX 

Roselawn Box Office 

296 Fielden Avenue (at Carter), Debit or Cash 


Sat., February 15.7:30 pm^. „ _ 4 

Sun., February 16.2:00 pm^v MEET The 

Sat., February 22.7:30 pm 

Sun., February 23.2:00 pm 

Fri., February 28.7:30 pm 

Sat., March 1.7:30 pm 

Sun., March 2.2:00 pm 

J]QDSG@2® 




Cast Night! 

Lakeshore Catholic! 
High School Auditorium^ 


Bringing Broadway Home Since 1945 


51 $0 @PCOS1945 



L* * 188-A West St. Port Colborne 

flotheri n 905 . 835-2155 
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El POLICE: One passenger died, another was hurt when thrown from vehicle onto QEW 

Driver faces murder charge 


BILLSAWCHUK 

QMI Agency Niagara 
Police have charged the 
driver in a fatal crash on the 
QEW with second-degree mur¬ 
der and attempted murder. 

Gordon Hall, 33, of Lin¬ 
coln, was killed when the 
Buick Allure he was a passen¬ 
ger in struck the guardrail near 
McLeod Rd. in Niagara Falls 
shortly after 8 p.m. on Jan. 27. 

Hall was ejected from the car 
and hit by another vehicle. He 
was pronounced dead at the 



happen, but once I found out 
she was being charged, it was a 
relief," said Bill Hall, Gordon’s 
father. “I know it won’t bring 
Gord back, but I just want to 
see justice done. 

“The OPP have been really 
good keeping us informed.” 

The driver of the vehicle 
that hit Hall failed to remain 



at the scene and police are still 
searching for the driver and the 
vehicle. 

A second passenger, a 
33-year-old Grimsby man, was 
also ejected from the Buick. He 
was taken to hospital with non- 
life-threatening injuries. He 


was Hall’s best friend. 

The driver had to be extri¬ 
cated from the Buick and trans¬ 
ported by air ambulance to a 
hospital in Toronto. 

“It's not every day you see a 
charge like this come out of a 
motor vehicle accident investi¬ 
gation, but we don’t want to say 
too much because we don’t want 
to jeopardize the case,” said Staff 
Sgt. Jan Idzenga of the OPP. 

Terri Nichols, 51, of Hamil¬ 
ton is charged with one count 
each of second-degree mur¬ 
der, attempted murder, crimi¬ 
nal negligence causing death 
and criminal negligence caus¬ 
ing bodily harm. 

Nichols was held in custody 
pending a bail hearing. 

Police ask anyone with infor¬ 
mation on the crash to contact 
OPP investigators at 1-888-310- 
1122. 

bill.sawchuk@sunmedia.ca 

@bill_sawchuk 


Saturday, February 22, 2014 

2:00pm, 4:30pm & 7:00pm 
at Bowl-O-Rama 968 Niagara St., Welland 

Sunday, February 23 & Saturday 
March 1, 2014 

2:00pm, 4:30pm & 7:00pm 

at Carroll’s Bowling 7 Klauck St., Fort Erie 

This year’s theme 

“Luau" grass skirts, print shirts, leis & coconuts! 

REGISTER Your Team by visiting 

www.bbbsinniagara.ca 

or by calling 905-735-0570 or 905 871 8836 

Start Something by Striking it BIG 



TUthfatfom 

Big Brothers Big Sisters 

Bowl for 

Kids 

Sake 

16 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of 


m ZOGECO 

Truly local television 


JBfil I 


and Greater Fort Erie 



JUUE J0CSAK/QMI AGENCY NIAGARA 

One person is dead following a collision in the Fort Erie bound lanes by the McLeod 
Rd. exit on January 27,2014. Julie Jocsak/ St. Catharines Standard/ QMI Agency 
Police investigate following a collision in the Fort Erie bound lanes by the McLeod 
Rd. exit on January 27,2014 where one person was killed. 


e CRIME: Pair arrested 


Welland two-year-old assaulted 


MARYANNE FIRTH 

QMI Agency 

Two Welland residents have been charged 


in relation to a serious assault on a two-year- 

On Jan. 18, Niagara Regional Police and 
Niagara EMS were called to a Welland 
address for reports of a young child in medi¬ 
cal distress. 

The two-year-old child was transported 
to hospital with a serious head injury. He 
remains in hospital. 

Members of the NRP's child abuse unit 
entered into a joint investigation with Fam¬ 
ily and Children’s Services Niagara regard¬ 


ing the incident On Wednesday, a 34-year- 
old male was charged with one count of 
aggravated assault and two counts of recog¬ 
nizance. 

Also charged is a 24-year-old female with 
one count each of aggravated assault and 
obstruct police. 

Police are not identifying the accused per¬ 
sons, nor their relationship to the child, so as 
to not identify the victim. Both persons were 
to appear in St Catharines bail court 

Police said they will not be releasing any 


don about the alleged assault is urged to 
contact police at 905-735-7811, ext 5190 or 
Niagara Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477. 


Reach Over 
20,000 Readers! 

WITH YOUR MESSAGE 
IN THIS SPACE 

For Only * 20 °° Per Week 
Based on 13 Weeks 


Call 905-732-2414 x.260 
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LIKE US ON 
FACEBOOK 

facebook.com/lnPort News 


February 14 th & 15 th 



® PerformanceLexus 

262 Lake Street, St. Catharines | 905-934-3336 11-800-24041941 performancelexus.ca 





MYO 


“STOP PAIN from the INSIDE” 


The most effective joint 
pain relief supplement for: 

■ Osteoarthritis 

■ Tendonitis 

■ Back Pain G 



MYOMOTION is a state of the art advanced anti-inammatory 
supplement. It is the next generation of herbal research delivering 
faster, more eective pain relief. Each ingredient is clinically proven, 
patent protected, and naturally safe. There is nothing better. 


MYO JAT JRAL® 

“STOP PAIN from the OUTSIDE” 


IT’S ALL NATURAL & TOXIN FREE 


It doesn’t matter whether you have tried 
20 other pain relief products... 

there is nothing like it! ' f 

“Accept no substitutes as there are none as 
far as your health is concerned!” 

i) Try MyoNatural 
free in-store today! 


B 


BOGGIO 

PORT COLBORNE 

200 Catharine St., Port Colborne 

Rnrr i o on, L3K4K8 

D \ J VJ I \J Tel: 905.834.3514 • Fax: 905.834.6252 

Family of Pharmacies port@boggios.com 

We have free prescription delivery 


4L. myomotion.ca 


E3 


Facebook 
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Purchase a brand new, 
subscription, OR renew 
your current subscription 
52 weeks 

^* 159 " 

Don’t delay! Call today 
toll-free 1-855-533-5594 
OR email us at 
webservices@sunmedia.ca 


PREPARING FOR YOUR FINANCIAL FUTURE 

By Mark Guilbeault 
State Farm® Representative 

When most of us think of investing, dividends will have $400,275 when he or 
we immediately think of investing for she reaches 65. 
retirement. While that is an important These examples are for illustrative 
aspect to be considered, there are other purposes only and do not represent any 
pieces of the puzzle that are also important, particular investment. The return and 
Establishing a budget, investing early and principal value of any investment will 
regularly and saving for post-secondary fluctuate so that your investment, when 
education should also be included. cashed in, may be worth more or less 
than its original cost. While a 10% rate 
Ktablish a budget of return may not be representative of 

Establishing a budget ,s a great irst step investments cjrrentl Qr historicall 
in planning your finances A budget is a avai|ab| u h ypothetica | i||ustration does 
useful tool for recording all of your income sem {Q reinforce M starting ear|y can be 
and expenses. By writing down how j mDor t an t 
much money you earn and spend each 

month, you can see where your money is Planning for Post-Secondary 
going. This will assist you in being able to Education 
prioritize your expenses and needs. Any Preparing for your children’s or 
money left over can be used for saving and grandchildren’s post-secondary education 
investing. Even a small amount of money is important, especially when tuition 
invested regularly can help. costs are rising every year. Investing in 

Registered Education Savings Plan is 
an option that can provide a Canadian 


! and regularly, even . 


THE TRIBUNE 


. . . . , . . . Education Savings Grant (CESG) of 20% 

One reason to start a regular investment up t0 a maxim jm of $ 500.00 per child per 
program early is to give your money as 
much time as possible to grow through y 

compounding. If you haven’t started By considering all the pieces to the puzzle 
investing yet, then consider starting now when developing your approach, not just 
and getting into the habit. Just remember retirement, you may be better prepared 
that the amounts you invest do not have to meet all the expenses in your financial 
to be large, especially if the money is notebook, 
taken directly out of each pay cheque. Sponsored by State Farm Investor Services 
You will be surprised how little you miss (Canada) C0 | 333 Rrst Commerce Drive , 
money you don’t see. If you’re already Aurora, ON L4G8A41-866-814-6597. 
investing every month, look for ways to 

contribute more through bonuses and “S ft Se^i^ l T n Le pr ^S a i« lll sS 
monetary gifts. The value of starting early 
is illustrated by a 25-year-old investing 
$2,000peryearfor10yearsatahypothetical 
10% fixed rate of return with all gains and 
dividends reinvested. This 25- year old 
would accumulate $672,998 by age 65. 

A 35-year-old investing $2,000 per year 
for 30 years and reinvesting all gains and 


Will your money retire 
before you do? 


Mark Guilbeault The sooner you start saving, the more likely you are to 

State Farm Representative reach your long-term goals. Ask me how I can help you work 
220 Main Street West towards your goals and dreams. 

Port Colborne, ON L3K 3V4 Get t0 a better state ~ Call me today. 

Bus: 905-835-0521 


A State Farm 
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Canadian Tire 


Premier National Partner 
Grand Partonatre National 


WE ALL PL/^ 
i3@R CANADA 


WE ARE A NATION OF 35.2 MILLION INDIVIDUALS BOUND TOGETHER BY PLAY. 
PLAY IS AN INNATE PART OF BEING CANADIAN. IT MAKES US STRONG, CONFIDENT, 
CREATIVE AND TENACIOUS AS INDIVIDUALS AND AS A COUNTRY. EACH OF 
US PLAYS OR SUPPORTS PLAY OR ENABLES PLAY. WHETHER IT’S A GAME 
OF ROAD HOCKEY WITH OUR FRIENDS, CHEERING OLYMPIC ATHLETES ON 
THE PODIUM OR TAKING OUR KIDS TO THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAYGROUND. 


GLENDALE AVE 

WELLAND AVE. 

MCLEOD RD. 

LOUTH ST. 

MONTROSE RD. 

GARRISON RD. 

WEST SIDE DR. 

PRIMEWAY DRIVE 

ST. CATHARINES 

ST. CATHARINES 

NIAGARA FALLS 

ST. CATHARINES 

NIAGARA FALLS 

FORT ERIE 

P0RTC0LB0RNE 

WELLAND 

905 227-7481 

905-688-0488 

905 358-0161 

905 682-9275 

905 354-3848 

905 871-1564 

905-835-1155 

905-732-7501 




‘SELECTION MAY VARY BY STORE* 
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THE BIG TRAY! 


' Flavourful ground I 


[special] 


I HfW IM TUIIDCnAV’C DADCD COD VHIID IMI0IUI CIVCDI 


CHICKEN 

STRIPS 

MADE WITH SOLID, 
ALL-WHITE CHICKEN 
BREAST FILLETS! 

• Convenient and quick: res 
in 20 minutes from the ovi 
27-33 PIECES 1.36 kg/3 lb 


INFRASTRUCTURE: Region approves $70-million contract 


LASAGNA 


^ ONE DAY ONLY! 


BONELESS 

CHICKEN 

BREASTS 

SEASONED & 
SKINLESS 


ALL PRICES IN EFFECT FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14 TO THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20,2014 UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED. 

St Catharines 210 Glendale Ave. 905-682-3121 Niagara Falls 6225 Thorold Stone Rd. 905-354-0186 

St. Catharines 353 Lake St. 905-646-8812 Foothill 20 Hwy 20 E. 905-892-4765 

St Catharines 100 Fourth Ave. 905-682-6328 Welland 30 Rice Rd. 905-735-6819 

IT’S GREATER! WE’RE OPEN LATER! 

Check our website for individual store hours. 


Bridge contract awarded 
to Quebec company 


During the public works committee 
meeting on Jan. 28, region transportation 
director Joe Cousins said staff felt early on 
the Delean estimate was off the mark. 

“We were assured by the consultant 
that based on then recent experience with 
designing and tendering a project... they 
felt then prices were fairly accurate,” Cous¬ 
ins told the committee. 

“Fundamentally, I don’t dunk this coun¬ 
cil should be rewarding the contractor” 
with the oversight contract, Petrowski said 
Thursday night. 

“How can we turn around, as a council, 
and reward the original contractor, who was 
responsible for doing the original price esd- 

St Catharines Coun. Alan Caslin said it 
was unfair to blame Delean for the disparity 
in estimate and final budget 

“There are mitigating circumstances that 
we've heard... Itwould be unfair to blame 
our consultant for the pre-existing soil con¬ 


ditions that exist beneath the bridge,” Cas¬ 
lin said. 

The “mitigating” circumstances that 
led to the inflated price that were revealed 
with a detailed geo technical assess¬ 
ment included soil and slope instability 
that required the span of the bridge to be 
extended. 

Pelham Mayor Dave Augustyn also said 
Delean should not be blamed for the orig¬ 
inal estimate, saying it “pre-dates the envi¬ 
ronmental assessment. It pre-dates the 
detailed design. In the environmental 
assessment there were changes, different 
road approachments and things like that, 
there were detailed design changes... addi¬ 
tion of sidewalks, etc. It pre-dates some of 
the work on the geo-technical." 

Port Colbome Mayor Vance Badawey 
also voted against tendering the project to 
Pomerleau and Delean. 

Badawey said Friday he voted against 
the bridge tender because it came in over 

“I believe we should have re-engineered 
it within budget,” Badawey said. Badawey 
cited a similar situation when the City of 
Port Colbome put out a tender for its Vale 
Health and Wellness Centre and the bids 
came in over budget. He said the city re¬ 
engineered the design until it conformed to 
the budget set by council. 

Badawey expressed concern Thursday 
night about who would be responsible for 
any budget overruns. 

“If in fact the project ends up being over 
budget, who is going to be actually respon¬ 
sible for that?” Badawey said. 

Cousins replied that “as the owner, we 
would initially be responsible for the cost 
of the project. If we felt there was culpabil¬ 
ity on either the part of the contractor or the 
consultant, we would be looking to them to 
remedy that situation." 

Pomerleau had indicated it is prepared 
to start preliminary work on the bridge next 
week. Construction is expected to take 2Vfe 
years, meaning it would open to traffic in 
fell 2016. 
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Doctors going to 
the dogs, and cats 

Dr. David Salanki and staff at 
Chiropractic Associates of Port Colborne 


are again taking part in the North America 
wide charitable project Doctors with a 
Heart. 

The chiropractic clinic will examine and 
treat people for no charge on Wednesday. 
All consultation, treatment, exam and 
X-ray fees will be waived that day in 
exchange for a donation to Welland and 
District Humane Society’s Port Colborne 
location. 

Items most in need are: cash; canned 
dog, puppy, cat and kitten food; blankets 
for rescues; non-clumping cat litter; 



www.boggios.com 


cat cases, dog and cat cleansing 
products; flea-prevention products 
and toys. 

Chiropractic Associates of Port 
Colborne is at 258 Killaly St. W. in 
the Portal Village Plaza. The clinic 
hours on Wednesday will be 8 a.m. 


to 6 p.m. Appointments will be 
made on a first-come, first-serve 
basis. To book an appointment call 
905-835-1303. Donations can be 
left at the offices of Chiropractic 
Associates on that day. 

For more information, 


e-mail reneelaurin@ 
chiropracticassociates.com. 

Doctors With A Heart is 
a 15,00-member non-profit 
organization founded in 1986 that 
includes dentists, chiropractors, 
optometrists and physicians. 


Stamf oidi Hardware! 
andi Eire place. 
Warm Up, To. Winter Sale! ! 



Saturday February 8™ Until Saturday February 22 nd 
Tine Td Cuzy Up Td The Fire! 


ENVIRO E30 
GAS INSERT 

Installed 

,. s 2699 

reg. $2999 Save $300.00 

VERMONT CASTINGS 
STARDANCE 

GAS STOVE 

Installed 

^999 

reg. $3299 Save $300.00 

LOPI32 DVS 

GAS INSERT 

Installed 

^/ s 3399 

reg. $3799 Save $400.00 

KOZY HEAT LAKEFIELD 
GAS STOVE 

Installed 

w/2199 

reg. $2499 Save $300.00 

DUTCHWEST OXFORD 
GAS STOVE 

Installed 

^*2199 

reg. $2599 Save $400.00 

KOZY HEAT TRF 
DIRECT VENT 

uJ2299 

reg. $2599 Save $300.00 

MAJESTIC 300 DVB 
DIRECT VENT 

Installed 

*^1799 

reg. $2199 Save $400.00 

ENVIRO WESTPORT 
GAS STOVE 

Installed 

uJ 3199 

reg. $3499 Save $300.00 

VALOR 739ILN 
GAS INSERT 

Installed 

*^*2999 

reg. $3299 Save $300.00 

FPX564GS 
DIRECT VENT 

Installed 

w, $ 3199 

reg. $3499 Save $300.00 

W00DST0VE 
DEMO MODELS 

ON SALE 
NOW! 

BOOK YOUR END OF 
SEASON CHIMNEY 
SWEEP NOW! 
APRIL & MAY 

BOOKINGS 

$100 ax . 



ipim fYirMirim finm'iimf bjuj fihhtb 

™o 033 \m ansa ran 

Stamford SIB hardware 

3639 Portage Road • Niagara Falls • 905-356-2922 

Monday - Wednesday 8:00am-6:00pm • Thursday & Friday 8:00am-8:00pm • Saturday 8:00am-5:30pm 
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: I HEALTH CARE: Welland hospital to close 

'The decision is now made’: Health Minister 




CLEAN SWEEP SALE 


THURSDAY February 13 th - 
SUNDAY February 16*, 2014 



FALL/WINTCR FASHION FABRICS 

UP TO 75 % OFF 

OUR REGULAR PRICE 

Special selection, IN STOCK ONLY, selection varies by store 


All InStock 

DRAPERY 
HARDWARE, 
DRAPERY PANELS, 
DECOR CUSHIONS 

50% OFF 

Our Regular Price 


FLANNELETTE, 

BROADCLOTH 

50% OFF 

Our Regular Price 


All InStock 

McCALLS 

PATTERNS 

$3.99 ea. 

Limit 10 per Purchase 


CUSTOM DRAPERY NOW AVAILABLE AT ALL LOCATIONS 

SEE IN STORE FOR DETAILS H 

MOUNT CARMEL CENTRE I 575 Welland Ave St Catharines I Mon , Frj 9 . g . Sat9 . 6Sun . 12 . 5 

3770 Montrose Rd , Niagara Falls 685-6595 34 DOUGLAS AVE, Welland 

354-7117 www fabriclandwestern com 734-3836 






AUAN BENNER/QMI AGENCY NIAGARA 

Health Minister Deb Matthews looks at a map of Niagara while touring the Niagara 
Falls Community Health Centre, Monday with Liberal byeiection candidate Joyce 
Morocco and community outreach worker A.J. Heafey. 
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m RECREATION: Plenty in store this holiday weekend in Port Colborne 


Sportsfest’s 
snow much fun 




GETTHE LATEST 
BREAKING NEWS 

www.lnPortNews.ca 


ENJOY 

GROCERIES 

o/imT 

SUBSCRIBE TO 26 WEEKS 
OF DAILY HOME DELIVERY 



OF THE TRIBUNE 

for 51* PER DAY*! 

AND RECEIVE A 

$20 GROCERY GIFT 


QUOTE: METRO 
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LIKEUSONFACEBOOK 

facebook.com/lnPort News 


♦16 [ 

CIVIC 



DOWN 

PAYMENT 


" — SECURITY 
DEPOSIT 
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RESEARCH 

Studying dogs, kids and empathy 


DON FRASER Tardif-Williams' study is a collabora- 



Port k/DP/CS/ 


Have you been laid off? 
Are you unemployed? 

Asl as about 

SECOND CAREER 

Funding to help you get re-trained 


EMPLOYMENT SERVICES 

t # 92 Charlotte St., Port Colborne 

'4^. 905-834-3629 B 

|PortCares -- ■ 
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Premier National Partner 
Grand Partonatre National 


Canadian Tire 

- * -: 


WE ALL PLAV 
afflR CANADA 


EVERY CANADIAN ATHLETE (INCLUDING JONATHAN TOEWS ABOVE) HAS A TEAM 
THAT HELPED THEM GET THERE. HEAR THEIR STORIES AND TELL US YOURS AT 

WE ALL PLAY FOR CANADA.CA 


GLENDALE AVE 

WELLAND AVE. 

MCLEOD RD. 

LOUTH ST. 

MONTROSE RD. 

GARRISON RD. 

WEST SIDE DR. 

PRIMEWAY DRIVE 

ST. CATHARINES 

ST. CATHARINES 

NIAGARA FALLS 

ST. CATHARINES 

NIAGARA FALLS 

FORT ERIE 

PORT COLRORNE 

WELLAND 

905 227-7481 

905-688-0488 

905 358-0161 

905 682-9275 905 354-3848 

* SELECTION MAY VARY BY STORE* 

905 871-1564 

905-835-1155 

805-732-7501 
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INPORT DATEB00K 



If you find a 
cheaper price, 
simply show 
us and 

we will match. 

See Store For Details 


February 14 th -20 th , 2014 




Brent & Jenny's 1 53 West Side Rd. 
NoFrills I Port Colborne 




FEBRUARY 13 


WINTER STAYCATION 


on short-term, long-term thinking. All 
welcome. 


VALENTINE’S DAY 


Luncheon to celebrate Welland, at Welland 
Community Wellness Complex, at noon. 
Doors open 11:30 a.m. Menu: Lasagna and 
meatballs, garden salad, rolls, tiramisu, 
tea or coffee. Tickets $13 for passholders 
or $14 ($2 savings if bought before Jan. 
31). No tickets at the door. Call 905-735- 
1700 ext. 4000 before Feb. 7. 

PASTA NIGHT 


at Casa Dante. Takeout dinners for $8, 
3p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Sauce, meatballs, 
minestrone soup and pasta fagioli are 
also available for takeout. 

PHILOSOPHER’S CAFE 


tea and talk at Haldimand County 
Museum and Archives featuring chocolate 
tasting, homemade scones, door prizes 
and much more. Time $1 p.m.; cost $10. 
Register at 1-905-772-5880 


FEBRUARY 14 


VALENTINE’S DAY CRAFTS 


at Wainfleet Township Public Library, 2:30 
p.m. to 3:30 p.m. (public school early 
release day). For children in kindergarten 
to Grade 8. Call 905-899-1277 to pre¬ 
register as spaces are limited. 


at Wainfleet Township Public Library at 
6:30 p.m. Drop by for a lively discussion 


Continued on Page 22 



WANT YOUR NON-PROFIT EVENT 
INCLUDED? 

SEND US YOUR INFO 


When submitting listings by e-mail, 
please use only 
wtrb.datebook@sunmedia.ca. 
Please do not send attachments. 
Full listings online under Life 


I 



Beat the temptation. 

J&smokers'HELPLiNE 

CANADIAN CANCER SOCIETY 


TOLL-FREE 


1-877-513-5333 
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INPORT DATEB00K 


From Page 20 


FEBRUARY 15 


VALENTjNE WINE AND 

event sponsored by Knights 
of Columbus, Fonthill, at St. 
Alexander church, 50 Pelham 
Town Sq., 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. Cost 
is $10 a person, and includes 
a glass of red or white wine 
served with cheeses and 

VALENRNE’SDINNER 

hosted by Le Centre Polyvalent 
des ATn4s Francophones de 
Port Colborne golden age 
club, at 184 Mitchell St. in Port 
Colborne. Doors open at 5:30 
pm. Enjoy a home-cooked meal 
and then dance the night away 
to music provided by “Gino 
Frisky." Tickets are $25 each, 
which includes the above and a 
complementary glass of wine. 
To reserve tickets or for more 
info call 905-834-0683. 

PASTA DINNER 
hosted by Fonthill Lions at their 
Flwy.20 hall, 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
Adults $10, children (under 12) 
$6. Takeout available. Cash bar. 

NIAGARA BONSAI SOCIETY 

has a discussion on and display 
of Bonsai containers; St. 

Mark’s Church, Addison Hall, 41 
Byron St., Niagara-on-the-Lake, 
at 1:30 p.m. For information 
e-mail niagarabonsai@gmail. 


FEBRUARY 16 


SPECIAL PORK LUNCH 


at the Hungarian Hall, 361 
HellemsAve., Welland at 
12:30 p.m. Vegetable soup, 
sauerkraut with pork, sausage, 
rice sausage, potatoes, salad, 
coffee, tea, dessert. Adults 
$20, students (seven to 14) 

in Fnr tif-lratc rz II- Inns at 


3UD-/00-U30S, tva ai sud-/m- 
3593 or Tibor at 905-735-6447. 

AFTERNOON DANCE 


at the Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 4 banquet hall, 2 p.m. 
to 6 p.m. Entertainment by 
Jacquie and Linda. Cost is $5 a 
person and includes food, fun 
and more. Tickets are $7 at the 
canteen or at the door. 

WELLAND RIVER KEEPERS 

Ministry of Natural Resources 
management biologist 
Anne Yagi and fish and 
wildlife technician Cathy 
Blott will meet with Welland 
River Keepers members 
at the Niagara Peninsula 
Conservation Authority offices, 
third floor, 250 Thorold Rd. 

W., at 7 p.m. They will discuss 
their Niagara River Fish 
Community Report focusing 
on recommendations for 
habitat work on the Welland 
River, including discussion of 
possible impacts to habitat 
from changes in the height 
of the river fluctuation. The 
public is invited to attend and 
participate in the discussion. 


POINT ABINO LIGHTSTATION 

Preservation Society (PALPS) 
general meeting at the Crystal 
Ridge Library, 89 Ridge Rd. 

S„ Ridgeway Guest speaker 
Patrick Little shares the history 
and restoration of the Port 
Dalhousie Lighthouse. Business 
6:30 p.m. Refreshments 7:30 
p.m. Guest speaker: 7:45 p.m. 

All welcome. 

CARD MAKING WORKSHOP 

Learn different techniques to 
make six cards suitable for a 
number of occasions, at Pelham 
Public Libray, 10 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Fee of $10 includes most 
materials. Register ahead. 

VHF MARINE RADIO COURSE 


offered by Port Colborne Power 
and Sail Squadron, Feb 18,19 and 
21,7 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. at Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, Welland. Cost $75. Some 
pre-study required. Register at 
www.boatingcourses.ca. 


FEBRUARY19 


WELLAND HORTICULTURAL 

Society meets at Vermeer’s 
Garden Centre, 684 South 
Pelham Rd., at 6:30 p.m. 

Floral arrangements to be 
made. Preregistration for 
arrangements. For information 
call 905-735-5132. 


FEBRUARY 20 


LEGO 

at Wainfleet Township Public 


Library 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
Children of all ages can drop-in 
during this time to build a Lego 
or Duplo creation. Please do not 
bring your own Lego. 


FEBRUARY 21 


for Pelham Centre School, 6:30 
p.m. at Old Pelham Town Hall, 
491 Canboro Rd. Tickets are $10 
and include games, pizza and 
snacks. Also available: cash bar, 
50/50 draw, silent auction, door 
prizes. Put together a team of 
eight for a fun night out. 

FISH FRY 


at the Royal Canadian Legion 
Legion Branch 4 banquet hall, 4 
p.m. to 7 p.m. Haddock, french 
fries, cole slaw and bun for $9 


FEBRUARY 22 


WRITING WORKSHOP 


with Larry Brown at Pelham 
Public Library. Bring your 
pen and lots of paper, or your 
laptop, and your enthusiasm. 
Suitable for beginners and more 
experienced writers. Brown, of 
Brantford, is the author of two 
story collections, Talk (Oberon 
Press 2009) and Satellite 
(ebook, Kobo Books 2012). 

This event costs $50 and runs 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Register in 
advance. 

SOUPERIFIC TASTING 


Receive your passport to 
sample eight soups from 


around the world, at Central 
United Church, 12 Young St., 
Welland. Sittings at 11 a.m. 
and noon. Tickets are $10 in 
support of Welland Heritage 
Council and Multicultural 
Centre. Call 905-732- 
5337 for tickets; only 300 
available. 


Change Your Life Workshop. 
Emotional Freedom Technique 
is an energy tool to clear stress 
and anxiety; breaking free 
from negative thinking and low 
self-esteem. Time .1:30 p.m to 
4:30 p.m at Welland Community 



to reserve a space. 

PROGRESSIVE EUCHRE 


hosted by Fonthill Lioness at 
the Fonthill Lions Hall, 7 p.m., 
$5 a person. Light meal served. 


FEBRUARY 24 


ADULT BOOK CLUB 

at Wainfleet Township Public 
Library at 6:30 p.m. This 
month's selection is Annie 
Freeman's Fabulous Traveling 
Funeral, by Kris Radish. To 
obtain a copy of the book, 
please register as a book club 
member. 

PELHAM HORTICULTURAL 

Society meets 7:30 p.m. at 
the Fonthill library. Tony Post, 
sales consultant at Valleybrook 
Gardens, speaks on new 
perennials for 2014. 


HEARING CLINIC 


Connect Hearing will be at 
Pelham Public Library giving 
free hearing screenings and 
answering any questions. 

Free but please schedule your 
appointment ahead: 905-892- 
6068. Runs 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 


FEBRUARY 25 


AFTER CANCER, NOW WHAT? 

Cancer survivorship is a broad 
term that actually begins 
at diagnosis. It describes 
experiences patients must deal 
with throughout their cancer 
journey. These challenges can 
affect mind, body and spirit. 

Join Lorraine Hulley, a radiation 
therapist and health advocate 
from Niagara Health Partners, 
to learn about the challenges 
survivors face and the resources 
that are available to manage the 
“new normal." this takes place at 
Pelham Public Library at 6 p.m. 
Cost $2 Register in advance. 


FEBRUARY 26 


THE BLIZZARD OF 77 

Erno Rossi, author of White 
Death: The Blizzard of 77, evokes 
the triumph and tragedy of the 
regional natural history event of 
the 20th century through photos 
and personal stories during his 
7 p.m. presentation at Dunnville 
Public Library. Admission 
is free, donations welcome. 
Reservations are required. E-mail 
dunnvilleheritage@gmail.com or 
call 905-701-8238. 



Look no further to get professional 

- Remodeling the Niagara Region for the past decade 

- Dedicated to providing the finest quality of service and 
materials for your dollar 

- Written warranties 

Always a fast, friendly and FREE 

"Don't settle on part time service" 

Ph: 905-894-8599 
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classifiedextra.ca 


Canada’s largest and most trusted 
print and online classifieds network 


Place it on classifiedextra.ca 


Phone: 1-866-541-6757 

Online: inportnews.classifiedextra.ca 


Fax: 1-866-485-8461 

Email: placeit@dassifiedextra.ca 


M LET’S ALL DO OUR PART! 

S’ PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER 


ATTRACT NEW CUSTOMERS 
TO FURTHER GROW 
YOUR BUSINESS. 

Li Advertisers 
- Expand your 
Marketing 
Reach 


for print ads 
web and/or other 
= tremedous 
market exposure! 













‘MIRACLE MOLECULE’ SUPERCHARGES CIRCULATION, 
PROMISING BETTER BLOOD FLOW, BLOOD PRESSURE 
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